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receiving an analog signal and generating local audio packets; 

receiving packets at the packet forwarding system including local audio packets and 
storing the packets in the memory of the packet forwarding system; 

attempting to forward packets stored in the memory to tlie networlq 

establidiing one or more time limit within which to forward packets stored in the 
memofy to the n^worfc with the time limit linked to the type of the data included in the packet; 

monitoring an elapsed period of time while attempting to forward packets stored in the 
memory to the network; and 

canceling said atten^ting to forward a packet stored in the memory to the network, 
when the elapsed period of time exceeds the time limit associated widi the type of the data 
induded in the packet. 

Claim 3 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 

3. The method of claim 1 fiutfaer comprising the step of allowing transmission of the 
packet stored m the memory to be completed when that packet is currently being transmitted 
over the networic 

Qaim 4 has not been dianged by this am^idment and remains as follows. 

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising the stqp of intemipting transmission of the 
packet stored in the memory when that padcrt is currently bdng tran^tted over the network. 
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Claim 5 has not been changed by thi$ amendment and remains as follows. 

5. The method of daim 1 further comprising the steps of resetting a timer to allow 
additional atietr^rts to forward the packet stored in the memorj/^ whem that packet is not 
currently bdng transmitted over the network. 

Claim 6 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising replacing thie packet stored in memory 
with a new packet including the same data as the replaced packet when it is determined to 
cancel the forwarding of the stored packet 

Claim 7 has not been changed by this amendment and remaans as follows. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherdn: said new packet includes dififerent data than the 
replaced packet when it is determined to cancel the forwarding of the stored packet. 

Claim 8 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 

8. The method ofclaim 7 wherein the packet stored in menioryindudestii^ 

data and protocol-related data, and the new packet has the same time-sensitive data and 
different protocol-related data as the replaced packet. 

Claim 9 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows, 

9. The method of claim 8 fiirthercon:q)rismg the stq)S of: 
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resetting a back-off levd; and 

attempting to forward the new packet to the network. 

Claini 10 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 

10. The method of claim 8 further comprising the steps of: 
initiating attempts to transmit the new packet to the network; and 
resetting the elapsed period of time. 

Ckm 11 has not been changed by this amendment and renniains as follows. 

1 1. The method of claim 8 wbetean the packet stored in raemoiy includes lime-sensitive 
data and the step of replacing the packet stored in memory with a new packet can occur a 
predetermined maximum number of tim^. 

Claim 12 has not been dianged by this amendment and r^oains as follows, 

12. Tlie method of claim 7 wherein the packet ^ored in memory indudes time^sensitive 
data and protocol-related data, and the new padcet has different time-seoMtive data and the 
same protocol-related data as the replaced packet. 

Claim 13 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 

13. ThemethodofCIaiml wherein thestepsofmOTdtoring,eg^ 

and determiniiig whether to cancel for^ardmg the packet stored in memoiy occur only when 
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the packet stored in the memoiy includes time-sensitive data. 


Claim 14 has previously been canceled. 


aaim 15 has not been changed by this Amendment and nanains as follows. 

15. A method for forwarding packets to a network, the method comprising the steps 

of: 

providing a packet forwardbg system with a memory, said packet forw?rding system 
being ccHmected to the network; 

creating a first packet at the packet forwarding system and storing said first packet in 
said memory of said packet forwarding ^tem; 

attempting to forward said first packet stored in said memoiy to the network; 

establishingatime limit within which to forward said first packet stored in said memoiy 
to the network; 

monitoring an elapsed peiiodof time during said attempting to forward said first packet 
stored in said manoiy to the network; 

canceHi^ said attempting to forward said first packet stored in said memory to the 
networic when said elapsed period of time exceeds said time limit a>id said fim packet has not 
been forwarded; 

creatiEgasecond packet at saidpactetfor^ 
packet, said creating of said second packet induding combining data of said firet packet with 
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additional data to create data for said secoiul packet; 

replacing said first packet in said memory with said second packet after said canceling; 
attempting to forward said second padcet to the networic after said replacing. 

Claim 16 has previously been canceled. 

Claim 17 has not been changed by this Amendment and remains as follows, 

17. A method in accordance with daim IS^ jfluthercompnsmg: 

establishing a time limit within which to fbrosrard said second packet stored in said 

memory to the network; 

monitoring an el^sed period of time during said attempting to forward said second 
5 packet stored in said memory to the network; 

canceling said attemptijog to forward said second packet stored in said memory to the 

network when said elapsed period of time exceeds said time limit and said second packet has 

not been forwarded; 

creating a third packet at said packet finwarding system, said creating of said third 
10 packet inchides combining data of said second padcet with addhional data to create data for 

said third packet; 

replacing said second packet in said memory with said third packet after said cancelir^ 
attempting to f<Mi;vard said third packet to tibte networi^ after said replacing. 

Claim 18 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 
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18. Amethod in accordance with claim 17, fijrther comprisine: 

limiting aniiDiber of steps of said combining of datafrom aprevious packet with additional data 
to below a predetermined retiy znaxinuun. 

Claim 19 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 

19. A method b accordance with daiml 5. fiiilJiercompasiiig: 

finishing forwarding said first packet if said first packet is being forwarded when said elapsed 
peiiod of time exceeds said time limit. 


Claim 20 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as foflows. 

20. A method in accordance with claim 15, further comprising: 

imenuptingforwarding said firstpacket if saidfirst packet isbdngfonw^ 
period of time exceeds said time limit. 

Claim 21 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as foUows. 

21. A method in accordance with claim 15, wherein: 

said creating of said second packet includes creating new data for .said second packet. 

Claim 22 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 

22. A method in accordance with claim 15, wherein: 
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packet occur only when said first packet includes time-sensitive data. 

Claim 23 has not been changed by this amendmeirt and remains as follows. 
23, A method in accordance with 15, wherein: 
said creating of said first packet h performed using local audio as a data portion of the packet 

Please caned claim 24 without pi^'udice. 

Please replace claim 25 as foDows. 

25. A method in accordance with daim 32, whemn: 

said forwarding of said workstatioupackets to the network is interrupted during said attempting 
to forward said first packet to the network. 

Claim 26 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 

26. A method in accordance with claim 25, wherein: 

said creating of said first packet is perfonned using local audio as a data portion of the 

packet, 

said creating of said second packet includes combining data of said first packet with 
additional local audio to create data for said second packet. 

Claim 27 has not been changed by this aniendmeot and remains as follows. 
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27. A method in accordance with ohim IS, wher^n: 
said attemptiag includes waiting for a free period on the network and forwarding said firjst 
packet to the network during a first said free period 

Clainn 28 has previously been canceled. 

Claim 29 has not been changed hy tins Amendment and rc^nains as follows: 

29. A method in accordance with daim 15, further comprising: 

receiving another packet at said packet forwarding system from another network, said network 
and said anoth^ network having separate coUiidon domains. 

Daim 30 has not been chained by thi$ amendment and remains as follows. 

30. A method in accordance widi claim I, ^^lerein said st^ of receiving packets 
includes receiving a packet at said packet forwarding system from a network colliaon domain 
that is (UfiTerent from the collision domain assodated with the forwarding device. 

Claim 3 1 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows: 

31. A method for forwarding packets to a network, compri^ng the steps of: 
providing a pack^ forwarding system with a memory, said packet forwarding system 

being cormected to the network; 

recdving an analog signal and gen^:ating local audio padcets with local audio data; 
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receiving packets at the packet forwarding system including the audio packets and 
storit^g the packets in the memory of the packet forwarding system; 

attemptmg to forward the packet stored in the memory to the network; 

establislung one or more lime limit within which to forward packets stored in the 
memory induding a time limit based on the packet containing local audio data; 

monit oriJGg an elapsed period of time while attempting to forward a packet containing 
local audio data to the network; and 

canceling said attempt to forward the packet stored in the memory to the networic when 
the packet contains local audio data and the elapsed period of time exceeds the time limit based 
on the packet containing local audio data. 

Claims 32 and 33 have previously been canceled. 


Mease amend Claim 34 as follows: 


}A. (TWICE AMENDED) A network ntethod for forwardii^ packets, the method 
comprisii^: 

^ providing a device with a local audio source and apacket controUer for forming local 

audio packets. 

S providing a packet forwarding device with a memory, said packet forwarding device 

being c<Mmected to the device and being connected to a fir^ collision domain and a second 
collision domain; 

receiving packets at the packet forwardii^ device ftom the device, from the first 

10 


II 39Vd 


SS89It76fI6I 90:91 e00Z:/Z0/t?0 


[8iU!iw6!iABaiua|$B3]iNdCW3:K0l^ 


collision domain and from the second collision domain and storitg the packets in the memory 
of the packet forwarding system; 

providing a time limit for local audio packets to be held iii the memory; 

attempting to forward packets stored in the memory to airy one of the device and the 
first collision domain and the second collision domain; 

moniToring an elapsed period of time while attenqyting to forward the local audio packet 
stored in the memory to one of the first collision domain and the fvecond collision domain; and 

canceling said attempting to forward the local audio packet stored in the memory to the 
one of the collision domain and the second collision domain, wherein said audio packet 
contains time sensitive audio data and no time limit or a different time limit is established for 
packets recd\/ed from one of said first coUisbn domain and said second collision domain other 
than for packets received with audio data. 


Claim 35 has not been changed by this amendment and remains as follows. 

35, AmethodinaccordancewithcIatmK,whereinthedevicev^ 
and the packet forwarding device and memory are part of a netwc^ tel^hone device and the 
fi rst collision domsdn is in one of a local area network, wide area network and internet protocol 
network and the second collision domain is a connected computer device. 

Oaim 36 has previously been Am^ed. 
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